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Die Stellung der Israeliten und der Juden zu den Fremden,. 
Von Lie. Alfred Bertholet in Basel. Freiburg i. B. und 
Leipzig: Akademische Verlagsbuchhandlung von J. C. B. 
Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1896. Pp. x + 368. M. 7. 

This is an able, scholarly, though somewhat prolix treatise that has 
grown out of a licentiate's dissertation. It shows at once, however, 
that we have in the young writer a biblical scholar of unusual promise 
from whom we shall expect to hear again. The author seeks to portray 
the relation of Israel, and then of the Jews, to non-Israelites or the 
strangers dwelling among them from the beginning of Israel's national 
life to the first century after Christ. The fruitfulness of such a theme 
is seen at once when one considers not only the frequent mention of 
"the stranger" in the law, but also the missionary destiny of Israel 
so clearly portrayed in the prophets. Israel contained within itself 
two principles working in opposite directions : the priestly principle 
of exclusiveness and the prophetic of inclusiveness, or the principles of 
particularism and universalism. The former finally triumphed and 
became crystallized in Judaism, while Christianity became the heir of 
the latter. The historic unfolding of these two principles in all the 
vicissitudes of Israelitish and Jewish history, within the period 
mentioned, is then the theme of our author, as he has rightly appre- 
hended it. This has made his work not simply one of law and 
archaeology, but also of Old Testament and Jewish theology. 

At the outset in our work it is clearly manifested that foreigners 
were always present in Israel, and the distinction is shown between the 
nokhri ("HM), the transient foreigner, and theger ("0), "the stranger," 
or the permanent foreign resident. The former in early Israel was 
honored, the latter tolerated. The strong family or clan spirit so 
often existing was unfavorable to the latter. Royalty, however, 
favored the gerim, "the strangers," for reasons of trade and military 
service. In early Israel no objection was made to the stranger on 
account of his religion ; he was allowed to worship his own god and to 
join with the Israelites in their worship of Jehovah. Ordinarily, however, 
his own religious cultus was laid aside. The exception was in cities 
where foreign traders and artisans, located frequently under royal 
patronage, had their own native worship. Thus are explained the 
altars to foreign deities erected by Solomon. They were not so much 
for the inmates of his harem as for gerim dwelling in Jerusalem. It 
was in this spirit of toleration that the Israelites freely intermarried 
with the Canaanites and gradually absorbed them, for only through 
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such absorption can the growth of Israel between the time of Deborah 
and Solomon be explained. The tribe of Judah, especially, contained 
a large Canaanite element. After the preaching of the prophets, 
beginning with that of Elijah, the ger was placed in another relation. 
Religious and not simply economic considerations began to determine 
his place in Israel. He was obligated to fulfill certain religious duties 
in the worship of Jehovah but not all of those required of Israel. This 
is his position under the Deuteronomic law. It is quite different from 
that of the nokhri who is passing over into the class of the heathen 
from whom the Israelite is to be completely separated. This distinc- 
tion is still further sharpened in the priestly legislation. A good 
example of the development of the idea of the ger is seen in the laws 
respecting that which is torn or dies of itself. In Ex. 22 130 there is 
no mention of the ger; in Deut. 14:21 the ger with the nokhri is 
allowed a habit less clean than that of an Israelite ; in Lev. 17:15 the 
lesser cleanliness of the ger is not allowed. Thus in the priestly 
legislation the geri m were drawn more closely into the obligations of 
the Israelites. Our author thinks that not all gerim under this 
legislation were circumcised but that this ideal was before the legis- 
lator. In the period between the writing of the priestly legislation 
and the books of Chronicles ger, in meaning, loses the restriction of 
one resident in Israel and becomes the proselyte. The establishment 
of this historic development of the ger which brings us to the 
Grecian period occupies about one-half of this treatise. The remainder 
carries one into the Maccabean and Roman periods and shows the 
working of the particularism and universalism of Judaism in the 
struggles for national life and in the growth of the Jewish sects. 
Yale University. Edward Lewis Curtis. 



The Targum of Onkelos, to Genesis. A critical inquiry into 
the value of the text exhibited by Yemen MSS. compared 
with that of the European recension together with some 
specimen chapters of the oriental text. By Henry Barn- 
stein, Ph.D. London: David Nutt, 1896. Pp. x+100. 

The text of the Targumlm is, as is well known, sadly neglected. 
The vocalization especially, as given in the ordinary editions, presents 
the aspect of boundless confusion. Lagarde (re)printed the prophets 
from the Reuchlin codex and the Hagiographa mainly from the first 
Bomberg edition, both only consonantally : "codicem istum vocalibus 



